The purpose of this posting is to appeal to any active Librarians, students and professors of Library 
Science to 'stock' this item locally at many (or all!) libraries... and with such budget as you have, 
maintain a set of reliable computers and monochrome laser printers that would ensure that its content 
could be accessible and somewhat printable with urgent need, after a grid-down disaster. 


I am not accredited or connected in these fields in any way, so I beg that you read my essay and if you 
take it to heart, you might share links to the essay itself which contains a link to the Library source site. 
Send an essay link to any librarians or City Managers you know, academically connected individuals, 
professional magazine editors. Please consider this an ACTION ITEM with my thanks. 


I am hoping to start an International Movement to gather this specific material (which presently fits on a 
single USB drive) into local libraries around the world regardless of country or local language. In order 
to do so, this idea must be broadcast and articles written, in any manner you prefer. There is no need to 
credit me or the essay. 


The Maintainer of this Library is someone I have never met but have long admired. It has been 
gathered with great effort. I have not informed them of this essay. The individual is nearing retirement 
and is maintaining a web site that offers free downloads... but if this idea gains traction (as I believe it 
should) they may be inundated with expensive bulk download requests, and it would grieve me to learn 
that keeping the site active would deplete the Librarian's retirement spending power. 


To this end the Librarian offers the Library to be mailed on a choice of media including a single USB 
drive --- which I have purchased --- or even spinning hard disk, at prices that are reasonable considering 
the product, technology cost and time spent to gather and duplicate the material. It is more than the cost 
of a single book but far less than a set of encyclopedias. I hope you will agree that under the right 
conditions this library would be priceless to have, and might even be an invaluable resource to the 
whole human race if things get really bad. History has spared us this moment to gather precious things 
before the storm. And it is no small hope of mine that the Librarian will have a comfortable retirement 
with a steady stream of orders from individuals and libraries desiring the collection, so the hard work 
and expense to maintain the Internet site are rewarded. 


~Hocus Locus, September 2023 


The Survivor Library 
"It's not a library ABOUT survival. It's a Library FOR survivors." 
https://www.survivorlibrary.com/ 


One purpose of progress is to develop better tools to measure how many problems it creates. 


But what if... you could tuck away and forget a hundred or so GB of general purpose knowledge that 
might be invaluable, in the event that our modern civilization suffers partial or total collapse? Most 
modern survival libraries tend to cover the basics which essentially makes you into a medieval 
sustenance farmer and hunter-gatherer. But let us say you've survived your first Winter and your 
children are asking, what now? 


What if... you have preserved and cherished your local paper library because you believed it was 'the' 
repository of human knowledge... but find that they have tossed out old stuff and stocked novels, a few 
fancy encyclopedias, vague general political-historical reference and some ‘for dummies' books that are 
built on the very things --- Home Depot, grid power, cell phones, things from faraway places --- that are 
down. 


What is key here is that much of this Library dates from the 1850-1940s. It goes beyond country living. 
This was a time when the modern essentials of engineering were established, the industrial revolution 
well under way, and books were available that were descriptive and accessible to the general audience. 
They showed cross sections of devices and sometimes described process in detail. Much of this detail 
is missing from modern works. 


For example --- I have a modern textbook on Heating and Air Conditioning which may give me the 
ability to understand, troubleshoot and repair refrigeration systems. Using it I could keep some things 
working, for awhile. But what happens when we run out of bottled refrigerant? We would be re- 
tasking ammonia once again as we once did, and converting or rebuilding fridges to use it. But where 
did this ammonia come from? You may know already that ammonia can be separated from stale urine 
or pigshit but the yield is small. Where would bulk ammonia come from? What do the laboratory 
apparatus for separating ammonia look like? My modern textbook has no clue. Ammonia comes from 
bottles that say 'ammonia’. There's the rub. 


Wagner's Chemical Technology handbook [pub 1900] not only tells that ammonia can be obtained by 
the dry distillation of coal, it shows how starting on page 399. And George Lunge's volume on Coal Tar 
and Ammonia [pub 1887] delves into apparatus and chemical process in detail. Both are in this Library. 
Are they in your local library? 


Modern technology has become so specialized, interconnected and rife with mass-produced shoddy 
construction techniques that its products and devices would fall into disrepair, and fail, within a single 
generation. I'm sure you can imagine a culture of scavenging and progressive feudalism as working 
devices become fewer, eventually to be held by the most privileged or violently ruthless. And for their 
children's children, nothing, and we are pulling plows with animals and feeding a few people once 
again. 


But if a few people here and there can offer knowledge to make possible a fall-back to a previous --- yet 
modern --- age, such as existed in the year 1900? In tandem with the scavengers and those trying to 
restart modern tech, there would be others grounded on early 20th century tech, and using it. 


The Survivor Library is gathering essential knowledge that would be necessary to jump-start modern 
civilization, should it fail past the point where a simple 'reboot' is possible. Much of it (but not all) 
dates to the late 1800s and early 1900s: quaint, but we know these things work because they did work. 


In 1978, James Burke said our modern world has become a trap ( https://vimeo.com/247654145 ) and 
whether it springs shut or not, all survival starts with the plow. Could you make one, use one? Sure, 
even a steam engine to pull it. But then again... I rescued my copy of Henley's Formulas from a 
dumpster outside a library. 


Think of the Survivor Library as a trove of survival skills, a "100-year civilization checkpoint backup" 
that fits on a USB or hard drive. If one individual from every family becomes a Librarian, gathering 
precious things with the means to read them, there may be many candles in the darkness. 


A collapse event could happen never, next year or tomorrow. It could be a impact of a Near Earth 
Object we have not cataloged, Yellowstone, a pandemic. A political Orwellian slate-wiper followed by 
a Pol Pot-style 'revolution', famine and dark age. Or over time, even a move to phase out paper books 
and do away with autonomous storage altogether in favor of some 'cloud' that a future despot ruler 
could centrally edit, revoke or just turn off. 


Your modern civilization has failed you. It provides for you collectively BUT, because it was never a 
real priority, as it stands it cannot provide for itself in a time of disaster. It cannot repair itself. Many 
steps have been taken over the last hundred years, little things, that enabled life to become better. And 
in key areas (food, energy, communication, transportation) 'best' paths were chosen exclusively over 
other paths that were not as desirable, maintainable or as economically feasible (though not impossible). 
Some of these roads not taken were not merely abandoned. Details of the technology that ours was 
built upon live on only in old books for which few copies exist, and fewer made it to the Internet age. 


Your modern civilization has failed you. You cannot hope to even gather a scope of knowledge such as 
contained in this Library, for our modern world. That is because it is bound by non-disclosure, 
proprietary processes, and to catch a glimpse of it you'd need access to a volume of copyrighted 
textbooks and industry publications that you, oh best beloved, could particularly never afford. There 
are few lay introductions to how modern technology is actually put together, and even if you could find 
them you will never have access to the 'experts' who understand it. 


That is because in a real disaster the relatively few experts of any particular field of modern technology 
will be just like you, disconnected and fighting for survival. Many will not make it. They have 
specialized because civilization has permitted them to do so, and together we have built something that 
is foolishly fragile. 


Your communications will be down. You will be walking, bicycling or riding horses again. You will be 
fighting to obtain food, heat (for most, wood) and supplies. And if you weather all of these challenges 
you and your kids will be asking, what now? 


You are conditioned to think of each of everything that surrounds you as the best yet developed, the 
finest and ultimate of its kind and most advanced. In many aspects this is true. You may be conditioned 
to ignore and dismiss older folks who point out exceptions or sound warnings of vulnerability. 


I'm not really old, just seen a lot happen in my time. Research it for yourself. If you can imagine even 
one potential disaster (I could cite several) you owe it to your own children to do so. Perhaps a hundred 
plus gigabytes of FREE books that were considered to be vital reference 100 years ago would at least 
help. 


Gather them. 


~Hocus Locus, September 2023 


